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As I peruse, ,~uction c.atalogs'and fixed
prj~;~~~SJ 1'rol11 . buy, 'and talk'to collector
frieii~$~ -J'm 'the knowleC,1ge I, see

~, e'Vid¢need. medals.ugu3~ly can'be
~ ',"d«~ni1e(l u'pon to be in te,m1$' ofattribution. '

··O<:casionatly [, or you,' quibble about condition
d~ption or pric~~ '~ne ofour ~el1 kpow,n

, ex~numia dealers describes an iteol as, for example, a Patriotic



" .' ,.CivilWattoken,Fuldnumber56/436, WM;R-7, YOUct!ri,t?d:";" '.,
,.~.~en·,·d~P¥n~ "op s~ing an fudiail head Obverse looking ~,,~~'~

':i ..·th~: Indian.....he~(l.fbund;on·· the,'one:dollar gold p~'~~
.'. ': , .' ,'. '1856'-1889';. the .·,reverse '··will·· have ':an .oval centere:d~:

, . - ".lJN~~D I:CO,~Y ~nside~,:arid stars ~round' t_h~,;..~~
,You cal) als9·e~~g.d~~t.~he t.9~eri wIll be compos~:B~
·metar~~dJhat'.~nlY,J~bo~'t.twenty ·or sq of them are:~#:~
exist.

" ':Iq othe~ w~rds~.::he·kI1ows ~ha~,tpe piece'is, and~~~:
..... you. Wbeo:-yo.t(9QDSict'er ,the myriad :of tokens and.'ql
.~b:usY·d~alet rnus'~' haIl<11e,.-ln. a year;" you should ~a~~
~owiedge~' Of~CQ.urse, mistake's can be made, and:;tiS~~ij~~,rY;~,'
pi~ lends itself'so neatly to ci~cription as the abov~,~_if';'
Many .tokens. a9d ~eda1s 'are not documente,d _well~~.:~Q;Pi:;;,§~~~;~,r.

'.~~~~~:~o~:~~~::~t;;~~~~~t~::e~h~:f~8iir~
attribution, perhaps eas~ly;. perhaps'with consi~eraq~~h~~llp~g'

,into references, perhapS 'a~ter yea~ q~ searching, perh~ps~{W'~th
. a bit of luc~, or often; no~ e~er.. .'. . -- :'~';~~/;f;:~ri>"

,And, of coun~~, Y9u'll. find: 'a few' deal~rs out::{~e.fe~
especially those who -specialize 'in' 'Cpins ,and 90n/t,~~l{p6w,

" exonumia, who make errors froni"hick of knowledge~':-:~:~:,_, <.'~' -.,:, ,
What about your knowledge?-It's important. .Ali11~~4:fhe

"lists' published in diffe~e~t places.~ and see high p~i¢:~fg~,9ted
. for certain common tokens ~~allY.'·4sted by coll~ctq:~r~~~pg

to other CQllectors, but alsQ OCCasiQn'aliyby some,ort~~:~~{i~~s'
qualifi~d dealers, I wonder.. 'who may be buying thes~:~~~~~ns? .
Often the amount of money involved is small eI?ouglj\th~t. no
.calamity will occur from ,the 'purchase of the piece'<.'·~G:tl~hy .

" would anyone buy' ~t at the inf1~t~dplice? -, -:' - ,:..:-~~»,J'-' ~ '

,Here~s,just one...exampl~ to m'ake my point. 'Yo~/s(Jl1~se~"
, Glade's 3 cept:1l1uininu:m tOken.frbrri Eureka Springs; &ika~i1saS .
·op li:sts"o~in,dealers" bookS at showS, priced for $1~'7~:fo:~:$;5j)O .. '
,Toni R<:>binsdn ·~S ,~i~19g, AtJcqns~'Merchant ToJrens ~"'~~'~-,this'
tok~n 'as ~. r~r1ty 1. ~.hi~h~ accOrding :t~'his rarity listing~' means
over 71 ate available on'·.the:rnarket plf:}ce. We see 'auction

.catalogs which sometimes USe '~' descriptio~'·as '''Very',Rare.''
.Believe me,. the GI~de's·:-to~~·n.·i~: no~ 'very, put extremely, _
commOD.

Several years ago I' vjsited .,Mr. :Glade, an ·el~erly, 'retired ,­
gent1~man 'stili livip'g ~n ]~:~re~a:' $pnngs. I 'had' a'~ew"of.bis.

-tolce~s already~ and while:' i was, there he gave me a small
,.han~fulmore~ eight or ten, as' I remember"fr<?m' thesmallsupply
,'he had left. Hey!, Tha~ brings it do~ntQ~ ra,rity~le several

notches right there. He told me he didn~t have ~any left, and
, t~at some time before my visit he gav~ I110st all of them, "a big
box full to some lady-." '. ,

AS'· a matter 'of'interest" Glade 9id nQt remember from
whom he'p~rchased t~~ toke~; but he, did -recall that he got the

. idea ",from some fellow in Bentonville."

. , The illustratio'n' presents an obverse ,and reverse of the
Glade,pi~e,' and alSo th~e obverse ofaSam'pleStores token from
,Bentonv'ille and Rogers~ Arkansas, the reverse ofwhich exactly
duplicat~ Glade's token. .(Th'ese were the original stores' of

.S~m Wa1toQ,.foun~er of -the W~lMaJ!t chajn~) Very possibly
, thjs may be the token from, whicb,wGi~de~got his-idea.

, "Robinson's Arkans~ catal~g lists the Sample Stores token
as a rarity 9,,(3 to 5 known),.but ~ of this writing sQme more
have turned up. ' Probably .it des~rv~ about a rarity listing of
5 (31 to.·40 known)... This"estimate "'is based on a' recent
~~lephon~ cOnversatlo~ ,with cataloger Tom Robinson.'

. '( con'cluded on page ,36)



(It's Com~on""""""from page 33)

Th~ Glade's piece is common. The Sample Stores token
may not desetve to designated rare; but how about scarce?

The whole point ,of this little dissertation is, or course, that
you sbould know what you are doing before you buy, ~pecially
if'the amount of money involved w'ill result in a serious drain
on your pocketbook. Always ask 'before you 'spend, "Is it
common?"

This photograph of Mr. Glade, issuer of the Glade's
token, was taken at his Eureka Springs, Arkansas home,

probably in 1974 or 1975.


