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As I peruse exonumia. dmlcm «mcuon catalogs and fixed
pt'icc'hsls, from which 1 mz»mnaﬂy buy, and talk to collector
Pm generally impressed with the knowledge I see
cmdenoed Descriptions of tokens and medals. usually can be

) ﬂdﬁd upon to be accurate m mrm% of attribution.

ccasionally I, or you, . may quibble about condition
deseription or price. However, when one of our well known

_ cxomxmla dealers dmmb{,& anitem as, for example, a Pamouc




o ', well depend on seemg an lndlan head obverse looking

- 'ClvﬂWar token, Fuld number 56/436 WM R- 7, youcan

““the Indian. head found on the one-dollar gold pi
" '1856-1889; the reverse will have an oval centeres

"UNITED /-COUNTRY inside, and stars around the 0
You can also expect that the token will be composed
‘metal and that only about twenty or 50 of them are k
exist.

In other wordv . he knows what the piece is, and
you When-you con51der the mynad of tokens and
- busy dealer must handle in a year, you should ma ‘
knowledge Of: course, mlstakes can be made, andT
piece lends itself so neatly to descnptlon as the above.
Many tokens and medals are not documented well,
not at all. Still they deserve to reach the market, wh
“one of your confreres may purchase it ‘and chase,
attribution, perhaps easily, perhaps with considerabl
into references, perhaps after years of searchmg, perha
‘a bit of luck, or often, not ever.

And, of course, you I find a few dealers o
A especxally those who- spec1ahze in coins and don’t
- exonumia, who make errors from lack of knowledge

- for certain common tokens usually listed by collecto
to other collectors, but also oocasmnally by some of t
qualified dealers, I wonder. Who may be buying thes
Oﬂen the amount of money lnvolved is small enough

- would anyone buy it at the inflated pnce"

Here’s just one: example to make my pomt Yo
- Glade’s 3 cent'aluminum token from Eureka Sprmgs,
-on lists, or in dealers’ books at stiows, priced for $1.75 .
Tom Robinson’s mtalog,Arkansas Merchant Tokens, lists this
token as a rarity 1 which, according to-his rarity listing, means
over 71 are available onthe market place. We see auction
“catalogs which sometimies use a description as “Very Rare.”
Believe me, the Glade s, token is’ not ‘very, but extremely, )
COMMmon. : »

gentleman -still l1v1ng in Eureka Spnngs 1 had a few_of, his

Several years ago 1 v151ted Mr Glade, an elderly, retired .

‘tokens already, and while I was there he gave me a small
“handful more, eight or ten, as I remember, from thesmallsupply
"he had left. Hey! That brings it down the rarity scale several

notches right there. He told me he didn’t have many left, and

“that some time before my visit he gave most all of them, “a big

box full to some lady.”

" As'a matter of mterest Glade d1d not remember from
whom he purchased the tokens, but he did recall that he got the

_idea “from some fellow in Bentonvﬂle

The 111ustrat1on presents an cobverse and reverse of the
Glade piece, and also the obverse of a Sample Stores token from

‘Bentonville and Rogers, Arkansas, the reverse of which exactly

duplicates Glade’s token. ('Ihese were the original stores of

- Sam Walton founder of the WalMart chain.) Very possibly
‘this may be the token from which’ Glade got his idea.

Robinson’s Arkansas catalog Lists the Sample Stores token
as a rarity 9 (3 to 5 known), but as of this writing some more
have tumned up. Probably it deserves about a rarity listing of
5 (31 to.40 known). - This estimate 'is based on a recent
telephone conversatlon with cataloger Tom Robmson

(eoneluded on page 36)
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The Glade’s piece is common. The Sample Stores token
may not deserve to designated rare, but how about scarce?

The whole point of this little dissertation is, or course, that
you should know what you are doing before you buy, especially
if the amount of money involved will result in a serious drain
on your pocketbook. Always ask before you spend, “Is it
common?”

This photograph of Mr. Glade, issuer of the Glade’s
token, was taken at his Eureka Springs, Arkansas home,
probably in 1974 or 1975.




